
: Person, Place, Thing

Becki Chan considers her cat Hanna Grey to be her 
muse. Most of the themes running through the work 
of this artist and architect—a monochrome colour 
palette, infinite adaptability, the way beings inhabit 
their environments—can be also be applied to her 
Russian Blue. 

“I had a dog when I was a kid, but when I got Hanna, 
I fell in love. I did not know about the whole street 
cat problem at the time, didn’t know about the 
puppy mill, or the cat mill thing. I assumed you 
just buy a pet from a pet store, so I bought Hanna 
from a breeder,” Chan tells me. “Now I realize a lot 
of cats need homes. If I had known, I would have 
adopted one from the SPCA. That’s one reason that 
[through my work] I want to raise awareness, as well 
as money.” 

Chan’s newest project, Archicats, will use her design 
skills to work towards that goal. Archicats will team 
up with Canadian architects to build dreamy cat 
palaces and then auction them off to find solutions to 
Toronto’s feral cat overpopulation. The money raised 
will be going to the Toronto Humane Society and 
Toronto Street Cats, where it will help fund projects 
including a bimonthly free spaying and neutering 
service for low-income pet owners, and volunteer-
built “winter shelter boxes”—insulated plastic bins 
that can be installed outdoors to give strays some 
protection from the harsh Toronto winter.

Across Canada, the feral cat problem doesn’t get 
much attention—many people don’t know that there 
are close to 100,000 stray cats wandering Toronto 
like furry street urchins. “It’s kind of a people 
problem,” Chan says. “We abandon them, don’t spay 
or neuter them, and then they populate.” Cats are 
not the tough, streetwise creatures that many assume 
them to be. “They’ve been living with humans so 
long that they have no survival skills,” Chan explains. 

Still in the planning stages, Archicats will be 
launching for March, and if all goes well, Chan 
would like to expand and help Vancouver’s league of 
orphaned felines, too.

The cat homes aren’t Chan’s only project inspired 
by Hanna. She also designed a set of stackable 
cat rings—when worn together, they look like 
the outline of Hanna’s ears. Chan usually uses an 
application to sketch in 3-D, then has her designs 
3-D printed before casting them in silver. She is just 
about to produce another run of the rings in silver 
metal and jet-black plastic. Like Archicats, the sales 
of the rings will raise money for feral cat population 
control and awareness. 

Jewellery was a natural progression for Chan from 
her background in sculpture. “My sculptures 
are usually quite big. I wished I could carry them 
around with me all the time, so I kept making them 

smaller and smaller, until I realized if I made them 
into jewellery, I could wear them all the time and 
people would see them. If you look at my art, it’s 
very simple and modular. I wanted the cat ring to 
have that same logic to it.”

If Chan has learned anything about people 
throughout her career of building spaces for them to 
inhabit, it’s that we all have different needs. “Some 
people want a huge kitchen. Some want a huge 
living room, connected to different things,” she says. 

“What I’ve learned . . . it’s cheesy, but almost, you 
learn to be a good listener.”

But with Archicats, of course, Chan will be examining 
the housing preferences not of humans, but of cats. 
So what has she learned about cats through her 
lifelong fascination? “Cats are unpredictable,” Chan 
says. “You can’t tell them where to sleep or eat. 
Except if you put a piece of paper on the floor—you 
know they’ll sit on it.”

After this interview, Chan decided to launch Archicats 
in her hometown of Vancouver to benefit stray cats in BC 
instead, with a planned launch date of June. Funds raised 
will support a local non-profit animal rescue organization 
committed to TNR (Trap-Neuter-Release).
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